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In March 2019, the Cook County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) responded to a FOIA request for the
final version of the Regional Gang Intelligence Database (RGID) when it was
decommissioned on January 15, 2019. We compared the January 2019 version of RGID to the
June 2018 version published by ProPublica. We also reviewed newly released documents
that include CCSO policies and procedures as well as data-sharing agreements for RGID.

SIZE

RACE

In January 2019, RGID contained
information on 26,144 individuals. More
than 1000 people were added to the
database after June 11, 2018. On average,
5 people were added to the list every
day from June 2018 to January 2019.

Among the people whose race is
identified on the January 2019 RGID,
84% are people of color.

January 2019

June 2018

Black

51.7%

51.7%

Latinx

28.9%

30.7%

White

16.2%

16%

Everyone else is listed as multiracial,
Middle Eastern, Asian, Native American,
or Pacific Islander.

CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION

The new documents include a form used by law enforcement to add an individual to
the RGID. Along with the person’s name, date of birth, and gang affiliation, the officer
was instructed to identify at least two criteria that justified adding the person to the
database. The January 2019 RGID spreadsheet contains information on which criteria
were used for each person. The information below shows the percentage of people
identified as meeting each criterion:

82.6%

Admitted membership in a criminal gang

84.6%

Identified by an individual of proven
reliability as a criminal gang member

23.9%

Arrested in the company of known criminal
gang members for offenses which are
consistent with criminal gang activity
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45.2%

Possesses tattoos that a trained law
enforcement officer or agent has reasonable
suspicion to believe signify gang membership

57.7%

Resides in or frequents a particular criminal gang’s
area or affect their style of dress, use of hand
signs, symbols, or maintain an ongoing relationship
with known criminal gang members, and where the
law enforcement officer documents reasonable
suspicion that the individual is involved in criminal
gang-related activity or enterprise
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Most of these criteria are open to interpretation or officer discretion. But the new
documents raise additional questions about the two most common criteria:
(1) self-admission and (2) identification by an individual of proven reliability.
The January 2019 spreadsheet contains two columns about self-admission.
One column suggests that 82.6% of people admit to being gang members
while the other column suggests that only 71.9% of people self-admit.
Beyond other concerns about self-admission, this inconsistency affects
more than 2750 people.
A newly released document clarifies the meaning of “an individual of
proven reliability.” According to a CCSO presentation on RGID, that simply
means: “Does an informant identify an individual as a gang member?”

DATA SHARING

The new documents reveal that Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) had
direct access to RGID. We now know that 367 local, state, and federal agencies had
access to RGID, including:

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF)
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
Office of Veterans Affairs (VA)
US Attorney
US State Department

DESTROYING THE DATABASE

The CCSO intends to physically destroy the RGID as early as March 26, 2019. If the
CCSO destroys RGID, the sheriff’s office will not be able to notify people that they were
on the gang database. Community organizations have asked the CCSO to delay the
destruction until after mandatory public hearings and the opportunity to inform
26,144 people that their data was contained in the RGID.
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